ASH WEDNESDAY AND MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES

The Lenten season may not be the longest season in the church year, but it is one of the
most important seasons, if not the most important season of the year. It begins with a
special day of repentance, Ash Wednesday, and ends in the depth of sorrow and tragedy
on Good Friday. The name of the season, Lent, does not reflect the mood or message of
the season. It is an old Anglo-Saxon word Lencten or Lenchthen, which means the
lengthening of the days as spring appears.

In the first century, Lent was only a period of forty hours in keeping with the forty hours
Jesus’ body was in the tomb. The forty-hour observance ended with an Easter service at 3
a.m. Later, the forty hours grew into six days during the third century. These six days were
known as Holy Week. The six days grew into thirty-six days, as a tithe of the 365 days of the
year. By approximately 731, the time of Charlemagne, four days were added to the thirty-
six to make the present season of forty days.

+» Ash Wednesday - Joining together with Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Santa Monica at
6pm.

How to study the Bible?

Luther said he studied the Bible the way he gathered apples. First, he shook the whole
tree, so that the ripest might fall. Then he climbed the tree and shook each limb, and when
he had shaken each limb, he shook each branch, and after each branch every twig, and
then he looked under each leaf. Let us search the Bible as a whole, shake the whole tree,
read it as rapidly as we would read any other book; then shake every limb, studying book
after book. Then shake every branch, giving attention to the chapters (when they do not
break the sense.) Then shake every twig by careful study of the paragraphs and sentences,
and you will be rewarded if you ok under every leaf by searching the meaning of the words.
(Ps. 119:105; Is 28:9; | Cor.14:20; 11 Tim.2:15; 3:14-17; Heb. 5:12-14; | Peter 2:2; 2 Peter
3:18.)




Luke 4:1-13
English Standard Version
The Temptation of Jesus

4 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness 2for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those
days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son
of God, command this stone to become bread.” *And Jesus answered him, “Itis

written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.”” ® And the devil took him up and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, ¢and said to him, “To you | will give all this
authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and | give it to whom | will. 7 If you,
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 2 And Jesus answered him, “It is written,

“You shall worship the Lord your God,
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and him only shall you serve.

®And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him,
“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, "°for it is written,

“He will command his angels concerning you,
to guard you,’
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“On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.”

2 And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the
test.”” ¥ And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an
opportune time.






In the Morning

| thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You would
keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may
please You. Forinto Your hands, | commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power
over me. Amen.



